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My project evolved out of reaction to new discoveries about film and the 

role it plays in society. Film is a good starting point to project an idea into the 

world; however, the idea of the film doesn't often get much further than the 

cinema. Once the lights go up, the film is over, thus the conversation is over. The 

conversation is only one-way: the filmmaker speaks to the audience. This was 

where I noticed a deficiency with film and "Open Dialogue" began. I wanted to 

create an avant using what I've laarnad from studying varioue: cultures and 

documentaries and begin to apply these methods to help engage the public to 

create an open dialogue, changing the one-way conversation to a two-way 

conversation. 

While watching thought provoking and challenging documentaries, I 

became very moved, but didn't feel as though I gained any tools on how to 

react to what I'd just seen. Documentaries had the ability to spark conversations 

between my triends and I, but would stop there. Whether the reason was that we 

were lazy, didn't care, or just didn't know how to approach issues, for example, 

challenging the church on same sex marriage, minimal progress was made 

beyond the convernationa. I knew thut It was posslble for more to be done. While
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